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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 1. Explain the need for bird study and why birds are useful indicators of the quality of the environment. 

 2. Show that you are familiar with the terms used to describe birds by sketching or tracing a perched bird and then labeling 
15 different parts of the bird. 
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mailto:Workbooks@usscouts.org?subject=Bird%20Study%20Merit%20Badge%20Workbook
mailto:merit.badge@scouting.org
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Sketch or trace an extended wing and label types of wing feathers.

 3. Demonstrate that you know how to properly use and care for binoculars.

a. Explain what the specification numbers on the binoculars mean.

 b. Show how to adjust the eyepiece and how to focus for proper viewing.

 c. Show how to properly care for and clean the lenses.

 4. Demonstrate that you know how to use a bird field guide.

 Show your counselor that you are able to understand a range map by locating in the book and pointing out the
wintering range, the breeding range, and/or the year-round range of one species of each of the following types of
birds:

Type Species Chosen Wintering Range Breeding Range
Year-Round

Range

a. Petrel

b. Plover

c. Falcon or hawk

d. Warbler or vireo

e. Heron or egret

f. Sparrow

g. non-native bird *

*introduced to North America from a foreign country since 1800
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5. Observe and be able to identify at least 20 species of wild birds. Prepare a field notebook, making a separate entry for
each species, and record the following information from your field observations and other references.

Species 1:_______________________________________________________________________________________

a. Note the date and time. _____________________________________________________________________

b. Note the location and habitat._________________________________________________________________

c. Describe the bird's main feeding habitat and list two types of food that the bird is likely to eat.

d. Note whether the bird is a migrant or a summer, winter, or year-round resident of your area.

Species 2:_______________________________________________________________________________________

a. Note the date and time. _____________________________________________________________________

b. Note the location and habitat._________________________________________________________________

c. Describe the bird's main feeding habitat and list two types of food that the bird is likely to eat.

d. Note whether the bird is a migrant or a summer, winter, or year-round resident of your area.

Species 3:_______________________________________________________________________________________

a. Note the date and time. _____________________________________________________________________

b. Note the location and habitat._________________________________________________________________

c. Describe the bird's main feeding habitat and list two types of food that the bird is likely to eat.

d. Note whether the bird is a migrant or a summer, winter, or year-round resident of your area.

Species 4:_______________________________________________________________________________________

a. Note the date and time. _____________________________________________________________________

b. Note the location and habitat._________________________________________________________________

c. Describe the bird's main feeding habitat and list two types of food that the bird is likely to eat.

d. Note whether the bird is a migrant or a summer, winter, or year-round resident of your area.
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Species 5:_______________________________________________________________________________________

a. Note the date and time. _____________________________________________________________________

b. Note the location and habitat._________________________________________________________________

c. Describe the bird's main feeding habitat and list two types of food that the bird is likely to eat.

d. Note whether the bird is a migrant or a summer, winter, or year-round resident of your area.

Species 6:_______________________________________________________________________________________

a. Note the date and time. _____________________________________________________________________

b. Note the location and habitat._________________________________________________________________

c. Describe the bird's main feeding habitat and list two types of food that the bird is likely to eat.

d. Note whether the bird is a migrant or a summer, winter, or year-round resident of your area.

Species 7:_______________________________________________________________________________________

a. Note the date and time. _____________________________________________________________________

b. Note the location and habitat._________________________________________________________________

c. Describe the bird's main feeding habitat and list two types of food that the bird is likely to eat.

d. Note whether the bird is a migrant or a summer, winter, or year-round resident of your area.

Species 8:_______________________________________________________________________________________

a. Note the date and time. _____________________________________________________________________

b. Note the location and habitat._________________________________________________________________

c. Describe the bird's main feeding habitat and list two types of food that the bird is likely to eat.

d. Note whether the bird is a migrant or a summer, winter, or year-round resident of your area.
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Species 9:_______________________________________________________________________________________

a. Note the date and time. _____________________________________________________________________

b. Note the location and habitat._________________________________________________________________

c. Describe the bird's main feeding habitat and list two types of food that the bird is likely to eat.

d. Note whether the bird is a migrant or a summer, winter, or year-round resident of your area.

Species 10:______________________________________________________________________________________

a. Note the date and time. _____________________________________________________________________

b. Note the location and habitat._________________________________________________________________

c. Describe the bird's main feeding habitat and list two types of food that the bird is likely to eat.

d. Note whether the bird is a migrant or a summer, winter, or year-round resident of your area.

Species 11:______________________________________________________________________________________

a. Note the date and time. _____________________________________________________________________

b. Note the location and habitat._________________________________________________________________

c. Describe the bird's main feeding habitat and list two types of food that the bird is likely to eat.

d. Note whether the bird is a migrant or a summer, winter, or year-round resident of your area.

Species 12:______________________________________________________________________________________

a. Note the date and time. _____________________________________________________________________

b. Note the location and habitat._________________________________________________________________

c. Describe the bird's main feeding habitat and list two types of food that the bird is likely to eat.

d. Note whether the bird is a migrant or a summer, winter, or year-round resident of your area.
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Species 13:______________________________________________________________________________________

a. Note the date and time. _____________________________________________________________________

b. Note the location and habitat._________________________________________________________________

c. Describe the bird's main feeding habitat and list two types of food that the bird is likely to eat.

d. Note whether the bird is a migrant or a summer, winter, or year-round resident of your area.

Species 14:______________________________________________________________________________________

a. Note the date and time. _____________________________________________________________________

b. Note the location and habitat._________________________________________________________________

c. Describe the bird's main feeding habitat and list two types of food that the bird is likely to eat.

d. Note whether the bird is a migrant or a summer, winter, or year-round resident of your area.

Species 15:______________________________________________________________________________________

a. Note the date and time. _____________________________________________________________________

b. Note the location and habitat._________________________________________________________________

c. Describe the bird's main feeding habitat and list two types of food that the bird is likely to eat.

d. Note whether the bird is a migrant or a summer, winter, or year-round resident of your area.

Species 16:______________________________________________________________________________________

a. Note the date and time. _____________________________________________________________________

b. Note the location and habitat._________________________________________________________________

c. Describe the bird's main feeding habitat and list two types of food that the bird is likely to eat.

d. Note whether the bird is a migrant or a summer, winter, or year-round resident of your area.
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Species 17:______________________________________________________________________________________

a. Note the date and time. _____________________________________________________________________

b. Note the location and habitat._________________________________________________________________

c. Describe the bird's main feeding habitat and list two types of food that the bird is likely to eat.

d. Note whether the bird is a migrant or a summer, winter, or year-round resident of your area.

Species 18:______________________________________________________________________________________

a. Note the date and time. _____________________________________________________________________

b. Note the location and habitat._________________________________________________________________

c. Describe the bird's main feeding habitat and list two types of food that the bird is likely to eat.

d. Note whether the bird is a migrant or a summer, winter, or year-round resident of your area.

Species 19:______________________________________________________________________________________

a. Note the date and time. _____________________________________________________________________

b. Note the location and habitat._________________________________________________________________

c. Describe the bird's main feeding habitat and list two types of food that the bird is likely to eat.

d. Note whether the bird is a migrant or a summer, winter, or year-round resident of your area.

Species 20:______________________________________________________________________________________

a. Note the date and time. _____________________________________________________________________

b. Note the location and habitat._________________________________________________________________

c. Describe the bird's main feeding habitat and list two types of food that the bird is likely to eat.

d. Note whether the bird is a migrant or a summer, winter, or year-round resident of your area.
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6. Explain the function of a bird’s song. Be able to identify five of the 20 species in your field notebook by song or call
alone. For each of these five species enter a description of the song or call, and note the behavior of the bird making the
sound. Note why you think the bird was making the call or song that you heard.

Species 1:

Description:

Behavior:

Why?

Species 2:

Description:

Behavior:

Why?

Species 3:

Description:

Behavior:

Why?

Paul
Line
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Species 4:

Description:

Behavior:

Why?

Species 5:

Description:

Behavior:

Why?

7. Do ONE of the following:

 a. Go on a field trip with a local club or with others who are knowledgeable about birds in your area.

1. Keep a list or fill out a checklist of all the birds your group observed during the field trip.

2. Tell your counselor which birds your group saw and why some species were common and some were
present in small numbers.
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3. Tell your counselor what makes the area you visited good for finding birds.

 b. By using a public library, the Internet, or contacting the National Audubon Society, find the name and location of
the Christmas Bird Count nearest your home and obtain the results of a recent count.

1. Explain what kinds of information are collected during the annual event.

2. Tell your counselor which species are most common, and explain why these birds are abundant.

3. Tell your counselor which species are uncommon, and explain why these were present in small numbers.
If the number of birds of these species is decreasing, explain why, and what, if anything, could be done to
reverse their decline.

Species: Decreasing? 

If decreasing, why?

What could be done?
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B

Species:   Decreasing? 

If decreasing, why? 

What could be done?  

Species:   Decreasing? 

If decreasing, why? 

What could be done?  

8. Do ONE of the following.   

 a. Build a bird feeder and put it in an appropriate place in your yard or another location. 

 b. Build a birdbath and put it in an appropriate place. 

 c. Build a backyard sanctuary for birds by planting trees and shrubs for food and cover. 

For the option you choose, describe what birds you hope to attract, and why. 

 
When working on merit badges, Scouts and Scouters should be aware of some vital information in the current edition of
the Guide to Advancement (BSA publication 33088).Important excerpts from that publication can be downloaded from 

http://usscouts.org/advance/docs/GTA-Excerpts-meritbadges.pdf. 
ird Study - Merit Badge Workbook Page 11 of 11

You can download a complete copy of the Guide to Advancement from http://www.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/33088.pdf. 

http://usscouts.org/advance/docs/GTA-Excerpts-meritbadges.pdf
http://www.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/33088.pdf

	Scouts_Name: 
	Unit: 
	Textfield: 
	Textfield1: 
	3_Demonstrate_that_you_know_how_to_properly_use_an: Off
	Textfield2: 
	b_Show_how_to_adjust_the_eyepiece_and_how_to_focus: Off
	c_Show_how_to_properly_care_for_and_clean_the_lens: Off
	4_Demonstrate_that_you_know_how_to_use_a_bird_fiel: Off
	Show_your_counselor_that_you_are_able_to_understan: Off
	Textfield3: 
	Textfield4: 
	Textfield5: 
	Textfield6: 
	Textfield7: 
	Textfield8: 
	Textfield9: 
	Textfield10: 
	Textfield11: 
	Textfield12: 
	Textfield13: 
	Textfield14: 
	Textfield15: 
	Textfield16: 
	Textfield17: 
	Textfield18: 
	Textfield19: 
	Textfield20: 
	Textfield21: 
	Textfield22: 
	Textfield23: 
	Textfield24: 
	Textfield25: 
	Textfield26: 
	Textfield27: 
	Textfield28: 
	Textfield29: 
	Textfield30: 
	Species_1: 
	a_Note_the_date_and_time: 
	b_Note_the_location_and_habitat: 
	Textfield31: 
	migrant_or_a: Off
	summer: Off
	winter_or: Off
	yearround_resident_of_your_area: Off
	Species_2: 
	a_Note_the_date_and_time0: 
	b_Note_the_location_and_habitat0: 
	Textfield32: 
	migrant_or_a0: Off
	summer0: Off
	winter_or0: Off
	yearround_resident_of_your_area0: Off
	Species_3: 
	a_Note_the_date_and_time1: 
	b_Note_the_location_and_habitat1: 
	Textfield33: 
	migrant_or_a1: Off
	summer1: Off
	winter_or1: Off
	yearround_resident_of_your_area1: Off
	Species_4: 
	a_Note_the_date_and_time2: 
	b_Note_the_location_and_habitat2: 
	Textfield34: 
	migrant_or_a2: Off
	summer2: Off
	winter_or2: Off
	yearround_resident_of_your_area2: Off
	Species_5: 
	a_Note_the_date_and_time3: 
	b_Note_the_location_and_habitat3: 
	Textfield35: 
	migrant_or_a3: Off
	summer3: Off
	winter_or3: Off
	yearround_resident_of_your_area3: Off
	Species_6: 
	a_Note_the_date_and_time4: 
	b_Note_the_location_and_habitat4: 
	Textfield36: 
	migrant_or_a4: Off
	summer4: Off
	winter_or4: Off
	yearround_resident_of_your_area4: Off
	Species_7: 
	a_Note_the_date_and_time5: 
	b_Note_the_location_and_habitat5: 
	Textfield37: 
	migrant_or_a5: Off
	summer5: Off
	winter_or5: Off
	yearround_resident_of_your_area5: Off
	Species_8: 
	a_Note_the_date_and_time6: 
	b_Note_the_location_and_habitat6: 
	Textfield38: 
	migrant_or_a6: Off
	summer6: Off
	winter_or6: Off
	yearround_resident_of_your_area6: Off
	Scouts_Name3: 
	Species_9: 
	a_Note_the_date_and_time7: 
	b_Note_the_location_and_habitat7: 
	Textfield39: 
	migrant_or_a7: Off
	summer7: Off
	winter_or7: Off
	yearround_resident_of_your_area7: Off
	Species_10: 
	a_Note_the_date_and_time8: 
	b_Note_the_location_and_habitat8: 
	Textfield40: 
	migrant_or_a8: Off
	summer8: Off
	winter_or8: Off
	yearround_resident_of_your_area8: Off
	Species_11: 
	a_Note_the_date_and_time9: 
	b_Note_the_location_and_habitat9: 
	Textfield41: 
	migrant_or_a9: Off
	summer9: Off
	winter_or9: Off
	yearround_resident_of_your_area9: Off
	Species_12: 
	a_Note_the_date_and_time10: 
	b_Note_the_location_and_habitat10: 
	Textfield42: 
	migrant_or_a10: Off
	summer10: Off
	winter_or10: Off
	yearround_resident_of_your_area10: Off
	Species_13: 
	a_Note_the_date_and_time11: 
	b_Note_the_location_and_habitat11: 
	Textfield43: 
	migrant_or_a11: Off
	summer11: Off
	winter_or11: Off
	yearround_resident_of_your_area11: Off
	Species_14: 
	a_Note_the_date_and_time12: 
	b_Note_the_location_and_habitat12: 
	Textfield44: 
	migrant_or_a12: Off
	summer12: Off
	winter_or12: Off
	yearround_resident_of_your_area12: Off
	Species_15: 
	a_Note_the_date_and_time13: 
	b_Note_the_location_and_habitat13: 
	Textfield45: 
	migrant_or_a13: Off
	summer13: Off
	winter_or13: Off
	yearround_resident_of_your_area13: Off
	Species_16: 
	a_Note_the_date_and_time14: 
	b_Note_the_location_and_habitat14: 
	Textfield46: 
	migrant_or_a14: Off
	summer14: Off
	winter_or14: Off
	yearround_resident_of_your_area14: Off
	Species_17: 
	a_Note_the_date_and_time15: 
	b_Note_the_location_and_habitat15: 
	Textfield47: 
	migrant_or_a15: Off
	summer15: Off
	winter_or15: Off
	yearround_resident_of_your_area15: Off
	Species_18: 
	a_Note_the_date_and_time16: 
	b_Note_the_location_and_habitat16: 
	Textfield48: 
	migrant_or_a16: Off
	summer16: Off
	winter_or16: Off
	yearround_resident_of_your_area16: Off
	Species_19: 
	a_Note_the_date_and_time17: 
	b_Note_the_location_and_habitat17: 
	Textfield49: 
	migrant_or_a17: Off
	summer17: Off
	winter_or17: Off
	yearround_resident_of_your_area17: Off
	Species_20: 
	a_Note_the_date_and_time18: 
	b_Note_the_location_and_habitat18: 
	Textfield50: 
	migrant_or_a18: Off
	summer18: Off
	winter_or18: Off
	yearround_resident_of_your_area18: Off
	Textfield51: 
	Textfield52: 
	Textfield53: 
	Textfield54: 
	Textfield55: 
	Textfield56: 
	Textfield57: 
	Textfield58: 
	Textfield59: 
	Textfield60: 
	Textfield61: 
	Textfield62: 
	Textfield63: 
	Textfield64: 
	Textfield65: 
	Textfield66: 
	Textfield67: 
	Textfield68: 
	Textfield69: 
	Textfield70: 
	Textfield71: 
	Textfield72: 
	Textfield73: 
	a_Go_on_a_field_trip_with_a_local_club_or_with_oth: Off
	Textfield74: 
	Textfield75: 
	Textfield76: 
	Textfield77: 
	Textfield78: 
	Textfield79: 
	Textfield80: 
	Textfield81: 
	Textfield82: 
	Textfield83: 
	Textfield84: 
	Textfield85: 
	Textfield86: 
	Textfield87: 
	Textfield88: 
	Textfield89: 
	Textfield90: 
	Textfield91: 
	Textfield92: 
	Textfield93: 
	Textfield94: 
	Textfield95: 
	b_By_using_a_public_library_the_Internet_or_contac: Off
	Textfield96: 
	Textfield97: 
	Textfield98: 
	Textfield99: 
	Textfield100: 
	Textfield101: 
	Textfield102: 
	Textfield103: 
	Textfield104: 
	Textfield105: 
	Textfield106: 
	Textfield107: 
	Textfield108: 
	Textfield109: 
	ChkBox: Off
	Textfield110: 
	Textfield111: 
	Scouts Name: 
	Counselors Name: 
	Counselors Phone No: 
	Textfield-0: 
	ChkBox-0: Off
	a Build a bird feeder and put it in an appropriate: Off
	b Build a birdbath and put it in an appropriate pl: Off
	c Build a backyard sanctuary for birds by planting: Off
	Textfield-112: 
	Textfield-113: 
	Textfield-114: 
	Textfield-115: 
	Textfield-116: 
	Textfield-117: 
	Textfield-118: 


